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In a place in La Mancha, whose name I don't want to remember, not long ago there lived a nobleman with a lance in a shipyard, an ancient adarga, a skinny rocín and a running greyhound. A pot of something more cow than ram, salpicón on most nights, duels and quebrantos on Saturdays, lentils on Fridays, some extra pigeon on Sundays, consumed the three parts of his estate. The rest of the time he wore a velvet sackcloth, fleece tights for the feasts with his slippers of the same, and on weekdays he honored himself with his finest vellori. He had a mistress in his house who was over forty, and a niece who was not yet twenty, and a farm hand who saddled the donkey as well as took the pruning shears.
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